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Vienna, Monumento equestre al Principe Eugenio di Savoia, particolare.
Foto Haeferl, CC SA 3.0 Austria Wikimedia Commons
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CHRISTOPHER LYNCH,

Machiavelli on War

Ithaca, Cornell University Press, £43.00

BHRISTH[]PHEFI LYNCH

oulded into topical shape by
Christopher Lynch, Professor
of Political Science at Mis-
souri State University and a former senior
adviser at the State Department, this inci-
sive study of Machiavelli’s works is de-
signed to throw light both on his views
on conflict, for example the role of mer-
cenaries, and on the intellectual desidera-

. ta of command. There is contention with

other scholars, notably Andrea Guidi, Mi-
kael Hornqvist, Michael Mallet, and Pie-
ro Pieri. For this reason, the very exten-
sive notes deserve careful attention. For
example, the immediacy of necessity ra-
ther than interest in past models and ideal
types is emphasised. So also with the role

of deliberate exaggeration in order to advance arguments. There is an air of a Re-

naissance commitment to perfectibility in Machiavelli’s discussion of command,

as well as a hostility to the Church that has strong medieval roots. A most impor-

tant study, not least in locating Machiavelli as a major figure in strategic thought.

This excellent work underlines the need to rethink other comparable writers.

JEREMY BLACK

University of Exeter

NAM, Anno 7 —n. 27
DOI: 10.36158/979125669424216
Luglio 2026
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Frontispiece of The Arte of Warre, written first in Italian by Nicholas Machiauell, and
set forthe in English by Peter Withorne, 1560.



Johann Georg Ziesenis (1716-1776). Portrait of Friedrich the Great (1763).
Sans-Souci Palace. Wikimedia Commons
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