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Vienna, Monumento equestre al Principe Eugenio di Savoia, particolare.
Foto Haeferl, CC SA 3.0 Austria Wikimedia Commons
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SUZANE SUTHERLAND,

The Rise of the Military Entrepreneur.
War, Diplomacy, and Knowledge in Habsburg Europe

Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2022, £36).

THE RISE
of the MILITARY
ENTREPRENEUR

WAR, DIFLOMACY, AND KNOWLEDGE
IN HABSBURG EUROPE

SUZANNE SUTHERLAND

aimondo Montecuccoli was last treated at book length in English by
R Thomas Barker in 1975. The decision to consider him anew is very

welcome, and especially so as this work draws not only on a wide range
of printed primaries but also on archives in Austria, the Czech Republic and It-
aly. These enable Sutherland, Associate Professor of History at Middle Tennes-
see State University, to locate Italian military entrepreneurs in the politics and
culture of the Habsburg world. In particular, she discerns a journey from a Span-
ish-dominated Habsburg military world to one in which Austrian Habsburg in-
terests and ambitions played a greater role. At the same time, as Sutherland ably

shows, Montecuccoli’s career took place in the context of changes in the nature
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of combat and in recruitment, while these were shot through by the varied con-
cerns of the Habsburgs, concerns that ranged from Italy to the Low Countries, the
Rhineland to Hungary. In addition, there were many other players, notably Fran-
cesco [ of Modena and Christina of Sweden, the latter driven by to millenarian
goals. Montecuccoli’s career shows the problems of military-political boundar-
ies, notably 1648, because careers, rivalries and issues spanned these divides. A
first-rate study.

JEREMY BLACK
University of Exeter



Johann Georg Ziesenis (1716-1776). Portrait of Friedrich the Great (1763).
Sans-Souci Palace. Wikimedia Commons
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