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Stendardo di Lepanto (1570), Lati A e B, Museo Diocesano di Gaeta. Wikimedia Com-
mons. Lo stendardi fu dipinto a tempera su seta da Girolamo Siciolante da Sermoneta 
(1521-1575), su incarico del Cardinale Onorato Caetani. L’11 giugno 1570 fu benedetto 
da Papa Pio V nella Basilica di San Pietro e consegnato a Marcantonio II Colonna po-
nendolo al comando della flotta pontificia. Partito da Civitavecchia e giunto a Gaeta il 
22 giugno 1571, Marcantonio Colonna, fece voto di consegnare lo stendardo al patrono 
della città qualora fosse tornato vincitore. Il 13 agosto Pio V fece consegnare un secondo 
stendardo della Lega a Don Giovanni d’Austria, comandante generale della flotta cri-
stiana che, riunitasi a Messina, salpò il 24 agosto verso Lepanto. Durante la battaglia del 
7 ottobre i due vessilli sventolarono rispettivamente sull’Ammiraglia e sulla Capitana 
pontificia e non furono mai centrati dal tiro nemico. Nelle stesse ore il papa ebbe la vi-
sione della vittoria e in ricordo rifinì l’Ave Maria nella forma attuale, aggiunse le Litanie 
lauretane alla recita del Rosario e l’appellativo mariano di Auxilium Christianorum e 
consacrò il 7 ottobre a Santa Maria delle Vittorie sull’Islam, celebrato con lo scampanio al 
mattino, a mezzogiorno e alla sera in ricordo della vittoria. Papa Gregorio XIII trasferì poi 
la festa alla prima domenica del mese di ottobre intitolandola alla Madonna del Rosario. 
Al ritorno da Lepanto, Marcantonio Colonna sciolse il voto consegnando lo stendardo al 
vescovo Pietro Lunello. Il vessillo fu poi conservato presso la cattedrale dei Santi Erasmo 
e Marciano.
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Jan c. Jansen, Kirsten mcKenzie (eDs)

Mobility and Coercion 
in an Age of Wars and Revolutions.

A Global History, c. 1750–1830.1

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2024, 303 pp. Online ISBN 9781009370578

1. 

A skillful and important collection, this book has much to offer 
both those interested specifically in the period and those concer-
ned more generally with global history. Thanks to the latter, the 

book is unusual in being a collection of essays that in many respects is mo-
re than a sum of its parts. The latter are important but so also is the extent 
to which the book repeatedly sets off ideas. It does so from the introduc-
tion which is not a flimsy palimpsest of the rest but, instead, a mature con-
tribution to global history. The central subject is that of forced mobility 

1 This review was first published on Ler	História [Online], 85 | 2024. Reprint in NAM 6 
(23), 2025 by kindly permission of the Ler	História	and by the Author. 
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and the fundamental method rests on its very different origins and trajecto-
ries. As such, this is at once analysis and contextualisation, with an impor-
tant parallel to the work on slavery that presents it as one among a number 
of forms of forced labour, an approach that many appear to find difficult 
to accept. The slave trade is one aspect of this collection, although, as nor-
mal, there is a failure to address adequate attention to the situation outside 
the Atlantic. There is also a consideration, as aspects of forced mobility, of 
convict transportation, the dispossession and expulsion of native popula-
tions to the benefit of white settlers, military mobility, including prisoners 
of war and deserters, and political flight and exile, although there is an un-
derplaying of the sexual control aspect of forced mobility. This is unfor-
tunate as it was important to the slave trade and helped condition as well 
as replicate patterns and practices of male control. Forced mobility emer-
ges from these varied types as a key element of social history, and a cau-
se, consequence and aspect of its international character. This is a valua-
ble means of adding a societal characteristic to international relations and 
a dynamic tone to social history.

2. Given the range, it is not surprising that the case studies, each valuable, only 
cover so much, but they do raise one important omission. The editors note there 
were “manifold Indigenous efforts toward political and social reordering and sta-
te-building” (p. 4), but then essentially ignore this. There is an account essentially 
of Western imperialism, but that does not constitute a global history. Among the 
world that is ignored comes China, Japan, Korea, Persia/Iran, and Central Asia, 
and, although Russia, the Ottoman Empire, and Egypt are all mentioned, they are 
largely ignored. This approach is problematic. It is also inaccurate. Thus, one of 
the largest-scale wars of the period, the White Lotus Rebellion of 1794-1804 saw 
many of the characteristics discussed by the editors, not least compulsory reset-
tlement on a very large scale. As with Japanese policies at the expense of the Ainu 
in Hokkaido, there may be a tendency to neglect such developments because they 
occurred within one state, but that approach sits at variance with the tendency to 
see the European empires as states. Meanwhile, in Central Asia and East Africa 
and the sahel, slave-raiding continued on a large scale, and as part of a pattern of 
forcible transfers that was not identical to the Atlantic slave trade. It is also worth 
considering slave soldiers in the Islamic world and, notably, the violent end of the 
janissary system in the Ottoman Empire which occurred in this period.
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3. Turning to positives, the comparison of the forced migrations of the Waba-
naki Acadians and Loyalists works very well as part of an account of “a world on 
the move” (p. 57), in this case in the shifting Northeastern Borderlands of North 
America, a situation valuably assessed for South America by Edward Blumen-
thal. He carefully links his account of complex alliances in the developing world 
of independent South America to the imagining of Chile and Argentina as terri-
torially boundfed nations. Attacking intermediate groups helped reset multiple 
boundaries, thus creating new notions of inclusion and exclusion. This was an 
aspect of the longstanding tension over marginal zones and the move from bor-
der zones to frontier lines. Blumenthal notes, however, how indigenous groups 
continued to offer refuge to those defeated in Argentinean civil conflict. Territo-
rialisation had effects in exile, while international exile was an important feature 
of political struggle.

4. Differing pulses of French emigration are considered by Nathalie Dessens, 
who discusses the Saint-Domingue migration, focusing on New Orleans, a city 
of transitions, and Friedemann Pestel who sees the émigrés	of the 1790s as ope-
ning the global dimension for France’s siècle	des	exiles, while Christian De Vito 
brings in the Spanish comparison, punitive relocations showing a situation of 
“context-specific configurations” (p. 105). New Orleans became a key part of 
the American South from 1803, and indeed its largest town. The influence of 
Saint-Domingue maintained earlier imperial links but these were refracted by the 
experience of flight in the 1790s which was very different, for example, from the 
influence of Barbados on the Carolina colony. In both cases, however, the lasting 
role of the Caribbean White experience for that of the South was to the fore.
5. It is valuable to have these examples which are not those of the Anglo-
phile world. Possibly a conclusion could have brought in comparisons, but 
that is a difficult ask for what is a developing field, and one in which the 
conceptual, methodological and historiographical bases for such compa-
rative work are uncertain and, at best, suggestive. Anna McKay assesses 
prisoner of war mobilities in the British imperial world, while Brad Mane-
ra and Hamish Maxwell-Stewart bring in the British military deployment 
of convict labour, and Kirsten McKenzie “political removal” (p. 194) in 
the British world. The cases addressed related to public discussion and 
the idea of a licentious press, these focusing on the relationship between 
executive and judicial power in colonial constitutions and the implications 
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for Britons subjected to distinctive legal regimes outside the British Isles. 
McKenzie shows how cases of “political removal” on the colonial pe-
riphery could backfire in an interconnected imperial public sphere. Mauri-
zio Isabella looks at the Mediterranean in the 1820s, individual accounts, 
notably of military volunteerism, providing a clear instance of the tran-
sience and fluidity of international boundaries; and Karen Racine a promi-
nent Mexican exile in London, Mexico’s ex-Emperor Agustín de Iturbide’s 
four-month stay in London demonstrating how exiles and their networks 
shaped British involvement in restructuring political and economic life in 
early national Mexico, a theme that could also have been probed for Si-
mon Bolivar. Assessing refugees, regimes of proof, and the law in Jamai-
ca, 1791-1828, Jan Jansen shows how alien laws ensured that differences 
in race and origin created wildly variegated statuses among aliens. Alien 
laws, he argues, were related to other efforts to control and regulate the 
mobilities of particular groups such as slaves, free Blacks, and the poor.

6. The chronology of coverage is instructive. The volume begins in 1750, 
but essentially treats of the 1790s-1820s. The latter ensures that we are 
in “Age of Revolutions” or “General Revolutions” or “General Crisis” 
territory, which is a Western construction of this period that is both perti-
nent but also incomplete. Going back to 1750 opens up the possibility of 
locating this period in terms of an assessment of continuity over a 1780s-
90s divide. There is no formal discussion of this topic, which is a pity as it 
would be very useful to see the reflections of the editors and, indeed, the 
individual contributors. Part of the subject is very much set by the “Age of 
Revolutions” period and concept, particularly the Saint-Domingue discus-
sion, but there are other elements that were more long-term, notably the 
slave trade. The volume ending in 1830 automatically raises the question 
of why and how far the discussion might be different were a sequel to have 
appeared. The end date might appear relevant in so far as it includes the 
Latin American Wars of Independence, as well as the end of the slave trade 
by most European states. Yet, that can be unpicked to note that conflict in 
Latin America, both within and between states, continued important, while 
the slave trade remained significant in the South Atlantic. In terms of Eu-
rasia and the Pacific World, the largest conflict of the century, the Taiping 
Revolution in China, was not to occur until mid-century, and it is unclear 



621Jansen - McKenzie (eds) • Mobility and CoerCion C. 1750–1830  [JereMy BlacK]

how best to relate it to a Chinese diaspora that included the Americas and 
Australasia.

7. There is the technological dimension, with steamships and railways gre-
atly speeding up movement, but that was not a key turning point in 1830 
as long-range railways and regular steamship services essentially came 
later, and therefore offered a totally different scale for migration, volunta-
ry or forced, as well as for that which had a degree of overlap. The last is 
an important topic for discussion and one that is pertinent both for forced 
migration as a whole and for particular categories of it that are discussed 
in this book, categories that could be complicated further if an alternative 
axis was offered, one incorporating race/ethnicity, religion, gender, poli-
tics, settlement and the specific needs of warfare. In another dimension, 
should come the geographical/spatial classification. This can be by conti-
nent, sub-continent, and geographical type as agrarian or marginal, desert 
or temperate. Thus, part of the appeal of this volume isthat it encourages 
us to consider the period that came later. A valuable volume.

Jeremy BLacK

University of Exeter, United Kingdom
jeremy.martin.black@gmail.com

In the following page:
Tory Refugees on their way to Canada by Howard Pyle (1853-1911)

The work appeared in Harper's Monthly in December 1901
Public Domain, Wikimedia Commons
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Carle  Vanloo (1737 / 1747), Le Voeu de Louis XIII au siège de la Rochelle en 1628, esquisse du 
tableau du Maître-autel de l’église de Notre-Dame-des-Victoires. Musée Carnavalet, Histoire de Paris, 

P1912, CC0 Paris Musées / Musée Carnavalet - Histoire de Paris, 
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