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Stendardo di Lepanto (1570), Lati A ¢ B, Museo Diocesano di Gaeta. Wikimedia Com-
mons. Lo stendardi fu dipinto a tempera su seta da Girolamo Siciolante da Sermoneta
(1521-1575), su incarico del Cardinale Onorato Caetani. L’11 giugno 1570 fu benedetto
da Papa Pio V nella Basilica di San Pietro e consegnato a Marcantonio II Colonna po-
nendolo al comando della flotta pontificia. Partito da Civitavecchia e giunto a Gaeta il
22 giugno 1571, Marcantonio Colonna, fece voto di consegnare lo stendardo al patrono
della citta qualora fosse tornato vincitore. Il 13 agosto Pio V fece consegnare un secondo
stendardo della Lega a Don Giovanni d’Austria, comandante generale della flotta cri-
stiana che, riunitasi a Messina, salpo il 24 agosto verso Lepanto. Durante la battaglia del
7 ottobre i due vessilli sventolarono rispettivamente sull’Ammiraglia e sulla Capitana
pontificia e non furono mai centrati dal tiro nemico. Nelle stesse ore il papa ebbe la vi-
sione della vittoria e in ricordo rifini I’Ave Maria nella forma attuale, aggiunse le Litanie
lauretane alla recita del Rosario e ’appellativo mariano di Auxilium Christianorum e
consacro il 7 ottobre a Santa Maria delle Vittorie sull’Islam, celebrato con lo scampanio al
mattino, a mezzogiorno e alla sera in ricordo della vittoria. Papa Gregorio XIII trasferi poi
la festa alla prima domenica del mese di ottobre intitolandola alla Madonna del Rosario.
Al ritorno da Lepanto, Marcantonio Colonna sciolse il voto consegnando lo stendardo al
vescovo Pietro Lunello. Il vessillo fu poi conservato presso la cattedrale dei Santi Erasmo
e Marciano.
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hile scarcely an unknown story, the history of slavery in the Islam-

ic world is one that has been shadowed by the focus on its Atlan-

tic counterpart. Marozzi’s well-written book is greatly to be recom-
mended due to his ability both to redress the balance and to draw very effectively
on recent scholarship. Throughout, this is an important and well-researched study,
but, for readers of this journal, it is principally important for its account of slave
soldiers. Arguably, that account is overly dominated by the familiar stories of
the Mamluks and the Ottomans, and there is insufficient on other examples, both
well-known ones, such as Morocco and Persia, and the many that have received
insufficient attention. Indeed, Marozzi can be seen as compounding the problem.
Nevertheless, the Mamluks and Ottomans repay attention.
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Arab slave dealers caught in the act, 1890. Royal Museums Greenwich

Marozzi comments on how Mohammed had first established the concept with-
in a Muslim framework. The murderous rebellion of slave soldiers against the Ca-
liphs in 861, 862, 866 and 869 launches the chapter, which possibly would have
benefited from cross-cultural comparisons, notably to the (non-slave) Pretorian
Guard. Marozzi is very good on Mamluk precursors, as well as on the Mamluk
pashas of Bagdad in 1704-1831. There is not a systematic account of the nature of
slave soldiery, or the relationship with military methods, but this is a very impres-
sive context for such discussion. So also with the discussion of galley slavery in
the Mediterranean and the related warfare, including the First Barbary War of the
Americans. The relationship between Mediterranean warfare and enslavement
(a topic that also engaged Shakespeare) is ably considered. A richly impressive
book. If this reader wants more, it is a product not of frustration, still less anger,
but rather of being impressed. The book is supported by very good maps and per-
tinent illustrations. An important book that is a great pleasure to read.

JEREMY BLACK



Carle Vanloo (1737 / 1747), Le Voeu de Louis XIII au siege de la Rochelle en 1628, esquisse du
tableau du Maitre-autel de 1’église de Notre-Dame-des-Victoires. Musée Carnavalet, Histoire de Paris,
P1912, CCO Paris Musées / Musée Carnavalet - Histoire de Paris,
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